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Let the Celebration Begin
Historian and author Doris Kearns Goodwin ’64 gave
the keynote address at the College’s bicentennial kickoff
celebration on campus Oct. 19.
Photo by Fred Field

Two Hundred Years Young
Students hit the dance floor by the hundreds at a ball
marking the kickoff of Colby’s bicentennial year. Music
was by Pearl, an alumni band dating to the late 1970s.
Photo by Fred Field

Student Affairs Adds Deans for Spiritual Life, Sexual Diversity
Two newcomers to the Office of Student Affairs are taking
steps to bring the Colby community together.
Kurt Nelson is the first dean of religious and spiritual life.
Andrea Breau ’03 returns to Mayflower Hill as the director of
gender and sexual diversity programs and associate director of
the Pugh Center.
Nelson and Breau spent their first two weeks on campus
working to understand Colby culture, and they drew similar
conclusions about their respective fields—there’s already a lot
going on in them.
“There’s actually a
lot
of individual work on
“Until now, we’ve
gender and sexual divernever had a space
sity, but there’s no one to
coordinate those efforts,”
where students
Breau said. She is working
can come together
to bring together clubs
like Student Health on
… to explore not
Campus (SHOC) and the
only the rhetoric of
Bridge (the LGBTQ and
allies club) as well as staff
faith, but also what
from Health Services to
that means as it
address common issues
and overlaps in programapplies to one’s daily
ming.
reality.”
“I’m looking at ways
to
make
the peer-to-peer
Kelsey Conroy ’13
education programs or
LGBT support groups
institutionalized, so that they don’t leave [with] the students
who started them,” she said.
Nelson sees great potential for his new position and is
focused on building bridges across religious groups on campus.
One initiative is a new Multi-Faith Council, intended to bring

Kurt Nelson

Andrea Breau ’03

student leaders of religious groups together to build understanding. Drawing upon his experiences as assistant chaplain
at Dartmouth, where he headed a successful community
service-oriented spring break every year, Nelson is working on
a partnership between Colby’s faith community and the Colby
Volunteer Center.
Kelsey Conroy ’13, a co-leader of the Catholic Newman
Council, welcomed Nelson’s arrival. One of his interns and a
participant on the Multi-Faith Council, Conroy said she sees
Nelson as a resource for students like her to explore their faith
while growing academically. “Until now, we’ve never had a
space where students can come together, on equal ground, to
bring their questions … to explore not only the rhetoric of
faith, but also what that means as it applies to one’s daily reality,” she said.
This fall Nelson’s initial task was learning more about Colby
and its culture. He pointed to a tome on his desk, Mayflower
Hill: A History of Colby College. “It’s very long,” he said, “but very
interesting.”
—Jenny Chen ’13

Hugh Gourley, Art Museum Director and Leader
Hugh Gourley III, who directed the
Colby College Museum of Art for 36 years
and is credited with building its renowned
reputation, died July 25.
Beginning in 1966 Gourley oversaw the
museum’s steady expansion from a small
collection housed in a single room to one
of the most acclaimed college art museums
in the country.
“I got to a stage where I felt I had done
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what I could do,” he said in 2002, as he
prepared to retire. “The facilities are all in
place, and that’s very satisfying, and the collection is headed in a direction I feel good
about, with an emphasis on contemporary
art. It’s all together now and can go on.”
Gourley moved to New York City
following retirement. Later, as his health
declined, he returned to Maine. He was
widely known as knowledgeable, gracious,

and devoted to the Colby museum. During
his long tenure he attracted to the museum
noted artists and generous benefactors,
some of whom had no previous connection
to the College.
“The excellence of the museum,” said
President William D. Adams, “is due
primarily to Hugh.”
For a remembrance of Gourley see page 6.

Twitterfeed
News and information about Colby are available
in real time through @colbycollege. If you’re not
following Colby on Twitter, here’s some of what
you’re missing.
Wind and rain took down some foliage
(and a limb or two) but no reports of injury
or damage. Our thoughts to any who
weren’t as lucky.
October 30
2012 #Halloween Extravaganza,
Sunday, 10/28, from 1-4. #Trick-or-treat,
#hauntedHouse, face painting, and more.
clby.me/eN9PC
October 26

Colby Covers the Campaign

Immortal ’til proven otherwise: @
GerryHadden ’89 recalls his 1st encounter
with #FidelCastro for @PRI’s
@PRItheWorld. clby.me/eHqlh
October 23

Amy Walter ’91 and Dan Harris ’93 anchored the presidential debate coverage for
ABC News Digital this election season. A longtime political forecaster, Walter is political director for the network. Harris is anchor for ABC’s World News Sunday and a
veteran correspondent. They are shown during broadcast of the first debate in Denver.

Film premiere, concert, Colby
memorabilia: our bicentennial celebration
starts this weekend w/public events.clby.
me/euN7t #Colby200
October 18

Mitchell Scholar Wins Travel Fellowship to Jordan

RT @BigelowLab: @ColbyCollege’s
Josephine Liang ’14 blogs (delightfully)
about her semester-in-residence
@Bigelow: clby.me/eyBCJ
October 17
“The Invisible War” movie screening &
lecture w/ @TheAcademy-nominated
director #KirbyDick. 10/17 @ 7:30 in
Ostrove. clby.me/etPBM
October 15
RT @icMarianne14: That awesome
moment when a lecturer has your dream
job and you don’t care the talk went 20
minutes over. @CarlSafina
October 10
RT @Liz_Fort7: Wishing I was @
ColbyCollege for Homecoming! No where
like Maine in the fall. No where like Colby
on Earth. #ColbyHome
October 5
@DanBHarris ’93 and @AmyEWalter
’91 will co-anchor @ABC News Digital
coverage of all 4 #presidential #debates.
More: clby.me/ebyqW
October 3

Spencer Traylor ’15, a Mitchell Scholar
from Brownville, Maine, was one of two
college students named 2012 CIEE and
Mitchell Institute International Fellows.
Traylor and Amanda Hall of Yale University
were selected for international diplomacy
internships this summer. In June Traylor
traveled to Amman, Jordan, to examine
firsthand the
elements that
contribute to or
hinder peace
processes and
public diplomacy.
Traylor, an
independent
Middle Eastern studies
major, spent two
Spencer Traylor ’15
weeks staffing
a CIEE International Faculty Development Seminar that included professors
from Wooster College. Activities included
exploration of communities and cultures,
visits to Bethlehem and Jerusalem, and
seminars and meetings with government
officials and scholars in Jordan to discuss
the Arab-Israeli conflict, international
cooperation, and peace negotiations.
“It was an exciting time to be in the Mid-

dle East,” he said. To the west the Egyptian elections were still being resolved, to
the east lay Iraq, and in the north Syria
was descending into civil turmoil.
In August Traylor and Hall were
recognized at an event sponsored by
CIEE, a nonprofit provider of international
education experiences based in Portland,
Maine, and by the Mitchell Institute. At
the event Traylor presented findings from
his exploration of the complexities of
peace and conflict in the Middle East.
Senator George Mitchell, in the keynote
address, spoke about the collaboration
between CIEE and the Mitchell Institute,
the future of education in America, and
Maine students’ places in the international community.
The Mitchell Institute selects one
Mitchell Scholar from each Maine high
school each year. Traylor was chosen
from Penquis Valley High School in
2011 and was also named the Key Bank
Scholar for Piscataquis Country through
the program. The scholarships were established in 1994 by Senator Mitchell to
expand and improve opportunities for the
education of young people in Maine.
Traylor maintained a blog chronicling
his experience in the Middle East: http://
mitchell-fellowship.ciee.org/.
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A personal connection can be the difference between getting a job interview
and having your résumé end up in the
“thank you, but ...” pile with hundreds of
others.
With that in mind, the Colby Career
Center and more than 70 alumni working in finance teamed up to present a
networking and informational program in
Boston for Colby students.
Dubbed “Paving the Road to a Future
in Finance,” the day-long alumni-driven
event was held Oct. 2. The program,
which drew a busload of 50 students,
included panel presentations, lunch at the
Harvard Club, 15-minute speed interviews, and a mixer where finance alumni
outnumbered the students.
“It was interesting to hear about the
path alumni took to get to where they
are today—and it’s comforting to know
it’s not always a direct route,” said Caitlin
Vorlicek ’14.
The goal was to give sophomores and
juniors a start on the process of finding an
internship in the finance sector. Seniors
on the job track also attended.
Jay Allen ’86, managing director at
Credit Suisse, spearheaded the event,
reaching out to classmates and others
in the field. He originally envisioned an
afternoon-long affair with 10-15 students
and five of his friends from the Class of
’86, but when Career Center Director
Roger Woolsey said he could get a bus,
they decided to increase the scale.
Allen considered the day a “chance for
alumni to give back to the College” by
sharing their experiences and passion for
their careers with current students. Woolsey called the Paving the Road response
from finance alums “exceptional.”
“It was your initiative, your effort that
brought this all together,” Woolsey told
Allen and the other alumni who organized the event.
Leaving campus at 7 a.m., students
started their rounds in Boston at the
investment firm of Eaton Vance, where
Michael O’Brien ’00 and several of his
colleagues gave an extensive presentation
on the buy-side of investment banking,
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Finance Alumni Give Students a Preview

Above, Jay Allen ’86, managing director at Credit
Suisse in Boston, interviews Chiran Bhandari ’13.
At left, Jean Guo ’15 and Elizabeth Allen ’15 speak
with Jean Kroeck Aiken ’87, managing director/
strategic development at Interactive Data.

and what human resource departments
look for in an interviewee. O’Brien, who
has hired a graduate from the Class of
2010 and has two other Colby grads on
his team, said, “My group is looking for
someone with smarts. We are not just
looking for experience.”
Lunch followed at the Harvard Club,
where participants on an alumni panel told
how they converted their Colby experience
into successful careers in finance.
Allen, Jim Garrity ’83, Toinette Rivas
’06, and Brendan Shea ’11, from Credit
Suisse, and Jeff Bistrong ’84, Tyler Dewing ’99, Garin Arevian ’91, and Chris
Zeien ’03 from Harris Williams & Co.,
described their firms, talked about their
career paths, and detailed internship and
job opportunities available at their respective investment banks.
Then alumni put students in the
hot-seat for 15-minute interviews, giving

students a taste of the process. The day
ended at the Union Club with a final
finance alumni panel, including Garrity,
Lou Geremia ’85, Matt Guy-Hamilton
’05, Ted Jenkins ’84, and Kate LucierO’Neill ’85, and moderated by James
Meehan, Herbert E. Wadsworth Professor of Economics emeritus. “It’s partly
about getting a wake-up call and learning
some of the language,” Allen said. “And
getting students to start earlier … because
you don’t get a second chance to make a
first impression.”
The bus arrived back at Colby just past
12:30 a.m., returning groggy students, some
still attired in business casual, to the Hill.
“There is no better way to learn about
a specific industry … than from the
people who do it every day,” said Nils
Carlson ’15. “I think the program was a
success and should continue.”
Allen said he expects the event will be
repeated and hopes it can be expanded.
“My idea is that this puts a challenge out
to other alums in other career paths to do
something similar,” he said. “It’ll be a lot
easier to put together next time.”
—Alexandra Ojerholm ’14

Shea Is New Goldfarb Center Director

Daniel M. Shea

Daniel M. Shea is the new director of the Goldfarb Center for Public Affairs and Civic Engagement
and joined the faculty as a professor of government
this fall. He takes the center’s reins from William
R. Kenan Jr. Professor of Government L. Sandy
Maisel, the first director of the Goldfarb Center.
Shea came to Colby from Allegheny College in
Pennsylvania, where in 2002 he initiated the Center
for Political Participation. When Dean of Faculty
Lori Kletzer introduced Shea at a reception in
September and described the job and the search, she
concluded, “The path led exactly to Dan.”

He is the author or editor of more than 15 books
and dozens of articles or chapters on the American
political process. In 2012 he published Let’s Vote:
The Essentials of the American Electoral Process, and he
coedited Can We Talk? The Rise of Rude, Nasty, Stubborn Politics.
Shea said he will initially spend time listening as
he determines what is next for the Goldfarb Center.
Maisel, who is a Fulbright visiting scholar in Brazil
this year, returns to campus at the start of the
2013-14 academic year and will continue to teach
government.

New Storage Facility To Be Boon to Colby Libraries
Washington Street less than a mile from
Miller Library, will hold 500,000 lesserused volumes. A courier will retrieve
requested books twice a day, six days a
week, while articles in bound journals will
be scanned and delivered electronically.
Miller Library, last expanded in 1982, is

photo by SEAN ALONZO HARRIS

Construction got underway this fall on
a new library storage facility that will ease
a space crunch and open the way for new
and innovative use of Miller Library, said
Director of Libraries Clem Guthro.
When it opens in May 2013, the airconditioned storage facility, located on

filled to capacity, Guthro said. The off-site
expansion was seen as the most economical and efficient way to address space
issues. The storage facility will be built
for about $3.6 million, while a full library
expansion would cost up to $30 million.
“This way you’re able to renovate and
not break the bank,” Guthro said.
The facility also allows Miller to be used
in ways that better reflect current library
usage and missions. Once seen as buildings that house books, libraries now are
“centers for learning,” he said.
The freed-up space in Miller will allow several programs to move there, including the
Creative Center for Teaching and Learning
and the Center for Arts and Humanities, and
it will provide new space for the Farnham
Writers’ Center. The change also will add
100 student study spaces, Guthro said.
Colby is not alone in building a storage
facility, he said. In an age of digital collections it’s increasingly common for academic libraries to move significant parts of
their lesser-used book collections to storage and provide rapid delivery to patrons.
“There is a national trend to downsize print
collections at the local level and to rely on
more regional approaches to satisfy the
need for lesser-used monographs,” Guthro
said. Most major graduate schools have
used storage facilities for years, he said.
“If you’ve gone to graduate school recently
… you’re used to that model.”
—Gerry Boyle ’78

Some 500,000 lesser-used books will be moved from Miller Library to a storage facility when the building is
completed in May 2013. Books requested by patrons will be retrieved twice daily and brought to Miller.
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Author and Icon, Woodward Receives Lovejoy Honor
crimes and President Richard Nixon
was forced to resign. Gene Roberts,
the 1989 Lovejoy Award recipient,
has called Woodward and Bernstein’s
work “maybe
the single
greatest reporting effort of all
time.”
Woodward
has written
or cowritten
17 nonfiction
books, beginning with All
Bob Woodward
the President’s
Men (1974), which was turned into a
1976 movie starring Robert Redford as
Woodward. All have been bestsellers,
most reaching number one.

The Lovejoy Award has been given
annually since 1952 to recognize courage in journalism. It honors the memory of Elijah Parish Lovejoy, Colby’s
valedictorian in 1826 and an abolitionist
newspaper publisher who was killed
in Alton, Ill., in 1837 for condemning slavery and defending his right to
publish. John Quincy Adams called him
America’s first martyr to freedom of
the press.
A panel discussion “Hold the Presses:
Investigative Journalism in the Digital
Age” held the same afternoon was to
include Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative reporter Matt Apuzzo ’00 of the
Associated Press and Rebecca Corbett
’74, assistant Washington bureau chief
for the New York Times.
—Stephen Collins ’74

photo by SEAN ALONZO HARRIS

Bob Woodward of the Washington
Post, an icon in the annals of investigative
journalism for his role uncovering the
Watergate scandal, was slated to receive
Colby College’s 2012 Lovejoy Award for
courageous journalism Nov. 11.
Woodward, now associate editor of
the Washington Post, was hired at the
paper in 1971 as a reporter, and the following year he was assigned to work with
Carl Bernstein. Together they did most
of the reporting that blew open the Watergate scandal—a web of dirty tricks,
illegal surveillance, and cover-ups that
made the term Watergate, and even the
suffix “gate,” synonymous with political
corruption.
The reporting led to government
investigations. Four dozen government officials were convicted of

Digging Deep
Excavation and construction work continues on the foundation of a new science building on Colby Green. The building will house computer
science, mathematics and statistics, and psychology and will free up space for Roberts to be turned into a residence hall.
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Zandile Nhlengetwa, a South African activist who worked
toward reconciliation in the midst of violence and retribution, is
the 2012 Oak Human Rights Fellow.
Nhlengetwa, a longtime educator in KwaZulu-Natal, is
spending first semester at Colby discussing the history of the
conflicts that claimed the lives of her husband, brother, and
adopted son. She worked for many years to stop political and
criminal violence in the region, often at great personal risk.
Nhlengetwa, the principal of Ulusda School, has founded programs centering on gender inequity, sexual abuse, and violence.
Her goal is for young people to choose education over violence,
school over gangs and militia.
Nhlengetwa founded the Harambe Women’s Forum, for
women widowed by conflict in the region. She also assisted with
the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Sierra
Leone, working with former child soldiers there.

photo by JEFF POULAND

South African Reconciliation Advocate is Oak Fellow

Oak Fellow Zandile Nhlengetwa of South Africa leads a classroom discussion.

“Youth are in the forefront of violence, so the approach for
me was to start with the youth,” she said.
Nhlengetwa discusses her work in a Q&A on page 40.

photo by SEAN ALONZO HARRIS

Message in a Box

Professor Jenny Boylan (English) with a time capsule container being prepared
in connection with Colby’s bicentennial. The capsule is to be opened in 2113.

What should we tell Colbians of the future?
That’s the question facing Professor Jenny Boylan (English)
as she ponders the time capsule to be sealed Feb. 27 in conjunction with Colby’s bicentennial celebration.
The capsule, a specially constructed plastic box, will be
housed in a glass case in the Chapman Room in Special Collections in Miller Library until it is
opened for Colby’s tricentennial
“What
in 2113.
What will it contain? Boylan wants
aspect of the
the Colby community to help decide.
“I hope there would be is a conversaculture and
tion about who we are,” she said.
community
“What aspect of the culture and community do we want them to
do we want
know about?”
Incoming first-year students have
them to know
already written “letters to the future”
about?”
that will be put in the box. But what
else? Newspaper pages? A cell
Jenny Boylan,
phone? An iPod? A student thesis? A
English Professor
chemistry exam? Photographs?
Boylan compares the Colby time
capsule to the one loaded onto the Voyager 2 spacecraft,
launched in 1977 and now 9 billion miles from Earth. That capsule, intended for an alien audience, contains scientific facts,
photos of Earth creatures, and recordings of Chuck Berry and
Beethoven, among many other items.
The Colby version? “I’m inviting suggestions,” Boylan said.
She asks anyone in the Colby community to e-mail (jfboyla@
colby.edu) or send items to her at Box 5264, Mayflower Hill.
“If there’s room for it,” Boylan said, “we’ll put it in.”
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Tobacco Banned on Most of Campus

photo by SEAN ALONZO HARRIS

Colby is moving toward
becoming tobacco-free.
On Sept. 1 use of
tobacco was prohibited
throughout the campus,
with the exception of three
designated smoking areas
(located in Hillside and
Coburn parking lots and
near the biomass boiler). On
Sept. 1, 2013, the temporary smoking areas will
be removed and the entire
campus will be designated
tobacco-free, the administration announced.
Colby joins some 500
other colleges and universi- An ashtray at one of three smoking areas on the Colby campus.
The temporary smoking areas will be removed in September.
ties in the United States
where tobacco—including
recognition that tobacco use is a serious
cigarettes, cigars, and smokeless tohealth hazard and that nonsmokers are
bacco—are prohibited. The policy applies
endangered by secondhand smoke. The
to anyone who is on the Colby campus,
ultimate goal of the policy, said Presiincluding faculty, staff, students, contracdent William D. Adams, is “providing a
tors, and visitors.
healthy, comfortable, and productive work
The change was made to offer a safer
and study environment for all faculty,
and healthier environment on campus,
staff, and students.”
according to the administration, with

New Mellon
Fellowship in
Environmental
Studies

Colby faculty and student research in
the Belgrade Lakes earned widespread
attention in Maine this fall—and an extension of the National Science Foundation
EPSCoR grant that funded much of the work.
Miselis Professor of Chemistry Whitney
King learned in September that the grant,
received in partnership with the University
of Maine and other institutions, is fully
funded for a fourth and final year ending in
August 2013.
Interdisciplinary analysis of the environment and the economy of the Belgrade
Lakes is helping researchers understand
the dynamics among environmental, biogeochemical, and socioeconomic systems
in a study held up as a model for other lake
systems in Maine.
In September MPBN television’s Emmynominated science series Sustainable
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Belgrade Lakes EPSCoR Research Has Impact

Katherine Murray ’12 works in the shallows of one of
the Belgrade Lakes. Colby has done extensive study
of the lakes’ ecosystem in recent years.
Maine opened its second season with a
show titled “Saving Our Lakes,” which featured seven Colby professors and numerous
student researchers. Maine Public Radio
also ran several feature stories on the
project in 2012.

A new environmental studies fellowship will bring world-recognized
scholars, activists, writers, and leaders
to campus to participate in Colby’s
Environmental Studies Program. The
Mellon Distinguished Fellowship in
Environmental Studies will honor one
distinguished scholar annually whose
work bridges
science and
policy to
contribute to
substantial
advances in
environmental
conservation
and sustainability.
The 2012
Mellon Fellow
Carl Safina
in Environmental Studies is Carl Safina, president of the Blue Ocean Institute and a
marine scientist renowned for his accomplishments protecting the world’s
oceans. Safina’s fellowship, a year-long
engagement with Colby and Maine,
began in October with an address titled
“Caught in the Same Net: The Oceans
and Us.”
Safina has helped lead campaigns
to ban high-seas driftnets, to rewrite
federal fisheries law, to protect species
including tunas and sharks, and to
secure a global fisheries treaty through
the UN. He earned his Ph.D. at Rutgers
and has earned acclaim as the author
of six books and host of the PBS television series Saving the Ocean.
Safina will return to Colby March
7-14. The highlight of that week will
be an interdisciplinary conference
organized by the Environmental Studies
Program, “The Future of the World’s
Oceans: Lessons from the Gulf of
Maine,” with talks by national and
international leaders in marine science, policy, history, and conservation.
Safina will give the keynote address.

Maine high school students are boosting their SAT scores thanks to a free
test preparation class offered by Colby
students.
MulePrep was founded by Matt
White ’14, an education minor and
English major who in high school saw
his Massachusetts classmates availing
themselves of expensive tutoring and
SAT prep classes. At Colby he noted
there were few affordable SAT preparatory courses in the Waterville area—and
he resolved to give central Maine high
school students equal access.
White, a cross-country and track athlete, spent his sophomore-year Jan Plan
writing curriculum for the SAT class
with the help of Professor Mark Tappan
(education). Last spring White enlisted
fellow Colby students as instructors,
and MulePrep was offered free of charge
to students at Waterville High School
and Messalonskee in Oakland. “Getting
Colby students involved wasn’t a problem,” he said.
The first class had 18 students, with
sessions held Sunday afternoon in Lovejoy. This fall White opened MulePrep up
to any high school student and found the
word had spread. Seventy-five students
signed up from 14 area high schools.
White had student instructors (education
minors Anna Caron ’13, Katie Curran
’14, Ben Carlin ’16, Lizzie Woodbury
’15, Lily Steig ’16, and Lindsay Peterson
’13) for the seven-week SAT prep session. A bonus included sessions on the
college application process, led by Dean
of Admissions and Financial Aid Terry
Cowdry; college interview tips from
Career Center Director Roger Woolsey;
and application essay-writing classes
with tutors from Colby’s Farnham Writers’ Center.
The response from high school students and guidance counselors has been
“overwhelmingly positive,” White said.
The Colby junior said he plans to
bring on an assistant next year who, he
hopes, will take over administration of
the program after he graduates. He’s

photo by jeff pouland

Colby Volunteers Boost SAT Scores for Local Students

Top photo, Lily Steig ’16 assists a Waterville-area high school student during SAT prep classes at Colby this
fall. Above, Anna Caron ’13 works with a student. The free course is taught by Colby volunteers.

also mulling expanding the program by
offering the curriculum to other colleges
in Maine and beyond.
Even as MulePrep grows, he said, the
goal remains the same: to offer a quality
SAT prep class at no cost. “If we have the

resources,” White said, “we won’t turn
anyone away.”—G.B.
For more information go to MulePrep’s
website or contact Matt White at
mhwhite@colby.edu.
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